MIRNEWS, 83 20 AFRIL 198%

MIFR IN HIGHER ORBIT AS OF 16 AFRIL 1929

FROGRESS~41, the freighter still attachad ko MIR, pushed the complex 1o a higher
orbit. 56 pradictions based on Keplers hefore day 197 zannot be used any longer,
Wim Holwerda (Working Grdup Satell (tes? produced a 2-line sst, which is
accurats =nough for some days. Wim used TCA-2 and LOS-s loggsd by me:

MIR

EFOCH 82,108, 49323
DECAY 0. 0002
IMCL T1.8625
RAF 2D~ 17362
ECCY 0,C013
ARG PER 210 7
MA 140

MM VS5
ORE NR 18189
SMax 4L7T74,479

Apogeum and parig2um now rasp. app-. 403 en T88 KM,
Thanks veary much, Wim!
RECENT FRADIOTRAFFIC:

Extensive inventarisation of all squipmant., In coordination with superts on
sarth abhout what can be destroyed, what has to be replaced and what might be
necessary for the nest crews. {

Alzo valuable equipmant has to be destroyed as it is impossikle to find ernough
rroom in the "descent module" (spusksvem.y apparat) o bring this bach to =2arth.
Ob: ously the crew finished the wor! with Frogress-341 on 20 April 17287 and now
cafconcentrate activities on conservation of the systems an board MIR and
praparing Soyuz-TM?7 for the returnflight.

PLANNED DATE STILL 27 AFRIL 1989.

If the landing operation will be successful this must be x nice birthday present
for the physician Polyakov, who enjoys his 47th birthday on 27 @pril. Folyakov
is in zpace since 29 August 1788 and got a grandchild during this flight.

REASONS FOR DECISION TO HAVE MIR UNMANNED FOR SOME TIME:

Certainly the decision i3 bassd on a comgplet of reasons. In the beginrming Moscow
referred to the delay of the launch of tha D- and Tr-module. No technical reasons
wara mentionad. Meanwhile w2 had to wait some days- the first messagz2 about
"technical problems" reached the press: nain problesm: the powsr supply on board!
The first conversation in which that problem was reportsd was on I0 March 1989.
This problem was followed by other problzms and it was aobvious that 2 extra
crewmemba2rs in the period from 21 to 22 April would be to much ror MIR's
microclimate.

Greetings,
Chris van den Berg., NL-F1&65/A-UKIZ02.



